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' Haman est le ministre de pharaon, nom evoquant Amon./p¢Y¥V/Le Saint Coran Traduction de M. Hamidullah
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¥ This Haman, who is mentioned several times in the Qur'an as Pharaoh's chief adviser, is not to be confused with
the Persian Haman of the Old Testament (The Book of Esther iii ff.). Most probably, the word "Haman" as used in
the Qur'an is not a proper name at all but the Arabicized echo of the compound designation Ha-Amen given to every
high priest of the Egyptian god Amon. Since at the time in question the cult of Amon was paramount in Egypt, his
high priest held a rank second only to that of the reigning Pharaoh. The assumption that the person spoken of in the
Qur'an as Haman was indeed the high priest of the cult of Amon is strengthened by Pharaoh's demand (mentioned
in verse YA of this surah as well as in ¢ +:¥1-¥V) that Haman erect for him "a lofty tower" from which he could
"have a look at [or "ascend to"] the god of Moses": which may be, among other things, an allusion to the hieratic
purpose of the great pyramids of Egypt and to the function of the high priest as their chief architect. (But see also
note ¥V.) /page Ao/ TheMessageOfTheQuran/Muhammad Asad
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° Syed suggests that "Haman" is a title of a person not his name, just as Pharaoh was a title and not a proper personal
name. Syed proposes that the title "Haman" referred to the "high priest of Amun". Amun is also known as "Hammon"
and both are normal pronounciations of the same name. Syed's identification of Haman as "the high priest of Amun"
may be probable. See Sher Mohammad Syed, "Historicity Of Haman As Mentioned In The Qur'an", The Islamic
Quarterly: Y4 A+, Volume XXIV, No. \ and Y, First & Second Quarter, Islamic Cultural Centre,
London./ummah.com
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¥ Because of their control over the enormously rich treasury and estates of Amun-Re of Karnak, ...these Supreme
Pontiffs wielded great political power ... Throughout much of the New Kingdom, the prestige of this priesthood
rivaled that of the Pharaoh himself. /penn.museum
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1 By the time of Ramesses III Amun’s holdings extended to a full one-third of the cultivable land in Egypt; and by
the close of the New Kingdom the first priest of Amun was powerful enough to rival the contemporary pharaohs

who ruled from the north, page 4V, The Complete Gods And Goddesses Of Ancient Egypt, Richard H. Wilkinson
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